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Workshop 
Materials

Check out http://heatherawoods.ca/JPDS2019
for workshop materials

http://heatherawoods.ca/JPDS2019


Workshop Plan

• Introductions
• What are work groups?
• Tools
• Reflection



Learning Outcomes
• Understand the benefits and challenges of 

engaging in virtual work groups
• Discover activities that can be part of a virtual 

work group
• Determine what group activities you might 

need in a work group
• Navigate possible challenges within work 

groups
• Be able to organize your own groups or join 

existing ones



Introductions

In groups of 3-4, each list
• your top 3 academic skills
• one interesting talent

As a group come up with one thing you 
hope to get out of this workshop (this 
will be shared with the whole group)



What are some 
difficulties you 

have run into 
while trying to 

write or study?



Examples



What are 
work 

groups?
Benefits

• Learn from peers 
(strategies, 
knowledge, etc.)

• Varied 
perspectives

• Community
• Accountability

Challenges

• Accountability
• Convenience
• Compatibility
• Vulnerability



Overcoming 
Challenges

• Defined group goal
• Clear expectations
• Compatibility



Tools

• Work group
• Facebook
• Slack
• Twitter

• Accountability
• Trello
• Google sheets



Your Work 
Group

What purpose do you need your 
work group to serve (e.g., 
writing or more general)?

What features would you 
include (e.g., peer review, 
accountability)?

What guidelines would you 
want to make for your group?



Resources

• Read Write Share on Slack
• General work group that meets 

regularly, no accountability
• Thrive PhD

• Writing group that meets regularly, 
accountability tracking

• #SUAW & #ACWRI on Twitter
• Check in a scheduled times on Twitter

https://join.slack.com/t/read-write-share/shared_invite/enQtNTcxMTk3MzA2Mzc1LTE0MzJhNTUyZjEzMWU4YzEwNmMyYjVlNjRiMWRlYWU2NDJkNDg4ZWRhMWRiZjYxMjFhYWU1MzY1Mjg4MDc0NDM
https://www.thrive-phd.com/
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